Napoleon Offers to Look Out for Louis
To which Pauline retorted: "Napoleon will be a great
hero. You see!" And there followed the usual hair-pulling
match enlivened by the vituperations of old Mammncia
Caterina, who, in trying to separate the combatants, had
her ears roundly boxed. Letizia was now forced to inter-
fere, with threats of chastisement which they all knew
would, later, surely be carried out.
"Do you remember," laughed Lucien, "how, when we
were little, father would try to beg us off and she would
say: 'Let them alone. It is not your business; it is mine,
I will attend to them'? Tiens! she chastised Napoleon when
he was seventeen, and he had the good grace or sense not
to protest. An excellent and affectionate but very stern
mother," he whimsically concluded, "and at forty-one still
as graceful as a young girl!"
Joseph, still thinking of ways and means, absent-
mindedly assented, as Lucien placed his arm around the
waist of his mother, who stood on the threshold. Together
they heard the old man murmuring from his bolster, in
a cavernous chuckle:
"Two hundred francs. The rascal!"
Letizia smoothed the pillow and motioned to the others
to leave, then hovered over the bedside, watching him
anxiously.
It had been a hard summer for her, trying to make
ends meet, worrying over the absent ones, and caring for
the invalid. To some his death would have meant merely
the passing of an old, old man, an encumbrance who long
ago should have been laid to molder in the earth. But she
was very fond of him, and in a household still under the
feudal influence his going meant a profound change. He
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